West Virginia Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology

June 4, 2026
Time:	5:30 PM Board Meeting
Location:	Video Conference Meeting Board Office
99 Edmiston Way – Suite 214
Buckhannon, WV 26201

Present:	Board President, Amber Settles 
	Board Secretary, Heather Waselchalk
                           Board Member, Dr. Michela Zagarella
	Board Member, Dr. Michael Squires
	Board Member, Vickie Pullins
	Board Member, Amanda Bonner
	Board Member, Ruth Rowan
		Board Attorney, Joanne Vella
					 
                            Executive Director, Pamela Coughlin


The June 4, 2026 meeting of the West Virginia Board of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology was called to order at the Board office at 99 Edmiston Way, Buckhannon, West Virginia, via Zoom at 5:30 PM by Board President Amber Settles. Agenda and Zoom invitation were put on the Boards website for the public to attend via telephone. 

Dr. Michael Squires made a motion to approve board meeting minutes for April 23, 2026.  Ruth Rowan seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Heather Waselchalk made a motion to approve Pcard for March and April 2026.  Ruth seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Amanada Bonner made a motion to go into executive session. Heather Waselchalk seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Ruth Rowan made a motion to come out of executive session. Amanda Bonner seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Pam Coughlin will monitor and follow up on pending complaint resolutions (awaiting proof of refunds for complaint #7 & #8 and follow up emails remaining hearing aid dealer cases from the Attorney General), and update Board when closed. 

Ms. Coughlin informed the Board the Emergency Rule went into effect  May 26, 2026. 

The Board addressed a serious compliance issue involving a clinical fellowship who practiced for a year without a provisional license, deciding to file formal complaints against the supervisor, employer and unlicensed individual, as advised by Joanne Vella, and process them according to board procedure. 

The board reviewed the proposed rule changes for hearing aid dispensers and speech-language pathology/audiology assistants. The group discussed updates to licensing requirements, including changing "dealer" to "dispenser" and moving to biennial renewals, while addressing concerns about the current disorganized formatting of the hearing aid dealer rules. Key decisions included removing the 80% score requirement from the written exam, adjusting late filing fees to be consistent with other professional boards, and clarifying reciprocity requirements to be based on equivalent examination standards rather than geographical proximity.

The group also discussed issues with the current hearing aid dealer rules, particularly section 8.2.8 regarding retail prices and financing terms. Dr. Squires and Ms. Bonner identified unclear language in the rules, including terms like "time purchase agreement" that need clarification. The board agreed that Dr. Squires, Ms. Bonner, and potentially Dr. Zagarella would review and revise the rules by comparing them with actual purchase agreements from different providers to ensure they are appropriate and well-stated, avoiding the need for annual revisions.

Amanda Bonner will revise sections 5.1 and 5.2 of the hearing aid dealer rules to update and clarify reciprocity language, ensuring requirements are based on equivalency of qualifications/examinations, not state adjacency or reciprocity agreements.

The Board discussed revising a rule proposal with a July 1 deadline for public comment submission.
Dr. Squires and Ms. Bonner agreed to review and rewrite portions of the Hearing Aid Dealer Legislative  Rules and Speech and Audiology Assistant Legislative Rule within the next week. Pam will receive the revised document and handle formatting through Maureen before submission. The group also addressed concerns about language regarding continuing education disciplinary actions in the SLP and audiology rules, deciding to make the language more vague to provide flexibility for the board.

Joanne Vella will research and advise the Board of the process and requirements for changing the name of the Board, if needed, and report back to the Board.

The meeting focused on discussing qualifications for audiology assistants and speech-language pathology assistants (SLPAs). The group debated whether to require an associate degree or allow technical training programs from professional organizations, with Dr. Squires expressing concerns that the associate degree requirement would be too restrictive and limit hiring options. The discussion also touched on distinguishing between audiology assistants and audiology techs, with suggestions that assistants should have expanded responsibilities including diagnostic testing. The meeting was cut short due to an emergency building evacuation.
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Pamela Coughlin, Executive Director
for
Heather Waselchalk, Board Secretary
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