West Virginia Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology

June 18, 2026
Time:	5:30 PM Board Meeting
Location:	Video Conference Meeting Board Office
99 Edmiston Way – Suite 214
Buckhannon, WV 26201

Present:	Board President, Amber Settles 
                           Board Member, Dr. Michela Zagarella
	Board Member, Dr. Michael Squires
	Board Member, Vickie Pullins
	Board Member, Amanda Bonner
	Board Member, Ruth Rowan
		Board Attorney, Joanne Vella
					 
                            Executive Director, Pamela Coughlin


The June 18, 2026 meeting of the West Virginia Board of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology was called to order at the Board office at 99 Edmiston Way, Buckhannon, West Virginia, via Zoom at 5:30 PM by Board President Amber Settles. Agenda and Zoom invitation were put on the Boards website for the public to attend via telephone. 

Ruth Rowan  made a motion to approve board meeting minutes for  June 4, 2026. Dr. Michael Zagarella  seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Vickie Pullins  made a motion to go into executive session. Ms. Rowan seconded the motion. Motion carried.                  

Ms. Pullins made a motion to come out of executive session. Amanda Bonner seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

  The board discussed a case involving an unlicensed speech pathologist who practiced under a supervisor's license and failed to apply for a provisional license despite graduating and taking the required exam. Joanne Vella, Board Attorney, proposed a conditional admission approach where the individual would apply for provisional licensing with a board-approved supervisor and repeat the clinical fellowship year, while the supervisor would receive continuing education in supervision and ethics and face restrictions on future supervision. The board agreed to issue a consent agreement for the unlicensed practitioner and continue investigating the employer and supervisor components of the case through subpoena requests for billing records and daily logs.

Ms. Pullins made a motion for our Board Attorney work with the Executive Director to formulate the           Consent Agreement for complaint #62. Ruth Rowan seconded the motion. Motion carried.

  The board discussed the removal of audiology assistants from their regulations after determining that  none    of the states they contacted currently license or register them.
Ms. Pullins made a motion to remove Audiology Assistants from Legislative Rule §29-2 . Dr. Squires seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

The Board reviewed and updated regulations for hearing aid dispensing and audiology practices. Dr. Squires presented proposed changes to various sections of the rules, including modifications to medical clearance requirements for minors, removal of outdated FDA waiver sections, and adjustments to return policies. The group agreed to simplify the 30-day return period without extensions and to remove rental/leasing agreement requirements from the regulations. Pam will compile all suggested changes and submit them to Maureen for review and public comment.

Amanada Bonner made a motion to adjourn. Ms. Pullins seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
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Pamela Coughlin, Executive Director
for
Heather Waselchalk, Board Secretary
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